
Join the Chamber
for the

CenturyLink
Lincoln 

Legislative
Trip

January 31st & February 1st

View a legislative session, one-on-one with
Senators, reception at the 

Governor’s Residence, tour the Capital and
Supreme Court plus so much more 

$250/person includes: Motor coach
travel, lodging and select meals.

IM
PACT

January 2012

The Board of Directors cordially
invite you, your guests and 
employees to the annual

Chamber Awards 
Banquet Celebra�on
Thursday, January 26, 2012

Gering Civic Center

$25/Member - $35/Non-member
$250 - Private Table of 10

6:00 PM Centerpiece viewing 
and Cash Bar

7:00 PM Dinner and Awards

Sponsorships Available
call for information

RSVP by Jan 19th

Call 632-2133 or email

Chamber@ScottsbluffGering.net
RSVP by Jan. 6th

chamber@scottsbluffgering.net

Looking Back - Jean Kearns

2011 Chair

As my term as your Chair comes to an end, I extend

my gratitude to our Board of Directors, our Chamber Di-

rector, Karen Anderson and the Chamber Staff as well as

to those who have helped guide me along the way.  I greatly appreciate

the efforts of all who have volunteered to serve on Chamber committees,

help organize programs and events, and those who have been partici-

pants in the Chamber’s activities.  

I am grateful to all our business members who have sponsored pro-

grams and whose commitment has helped insure the success of the

Chamber.  A big thank you to those who have placed advertising this past

year which allowed us to bring outstanding, educational programs and

continue the publications.

I look forward to working with our newly-elected and returning offi-

cers and board to provide additional benefits for our members over the

coming year.

Thank you for your support!

~  Jean Kearns

Looking Forward - Becky Zwickl

2012 Chair 

“Start small, dream big…change lives”  It is a motto

I have lived by in my 14 years of building a business, and

one I will continue to strive for as your 2012 Chamber of

Commerce Chair.  I hear it often...”What can the Chamber do for me?”  My

answer is simple.  It’s only as valuable as you make it.  My goal this year is

to engage our members to take full advantage of all the Chamber has to

offer by becoming involved.  Whether your passion is in agriculture, gov-

ernment affairs, downtown revitalization, or education…you can make a dif-

ference.  This community is only as strong is it’s constituents, and without

strong leaders and advocates, we will not continue to build and prosper.  

The Chamber is a conduit not only between businesses, but civic

leaders, non-profit organizations, and most importantly opportunities.  Our

greatest failures do not come from mistakes; they come from failure to

act…failure to embrace opportunity.  This year I look forward to this oppor-

tunity I have been given to go in a direction there is no path…and leave a

trail.   A special thank you to Jean Kearns for your dedication, commitment

and diligence throughout your 2011 term.  It is an honor to follow in your

footsteps.   I wish you all a happy and prosperous 2012.  –Becky Zwickl.
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Government Affairs Committee

Chamber Staff

Jean Kearns, 2011 Chair  . . . . . . . . . . Mary Kay 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Independent Sales Director

Becky Zwickl, Chair Elect . . .  .The Spa by TLC

Kirby Case, Past Chair  . . . . . . . . . . Oregon Trail

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Jim Holland, Vice Chair . . .  . . . . . . . Star-Herald

Kim Flaherty, Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . .US Bank

Judy Amoo  . . . . . . . . .Harms Technology Center

Jack Baker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Baker & Associates

Linda Boeckner.  . . . . . . . . UNL Panhandle Station

Tori Brozek.  . . . . Paradise / Marketing Consultants

Kathy Carney.  . . . . . . . . . . . . Valley Bank & Trust

Pat Comfort . . . . .Nebr. Workforce Development

Mike Downey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .First State Bank

Karla Edwards  . .Regional West Medical Center

Craig Larson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . KNEB AM/FM

Jonas Longoria. . . . . . . . . . . . Chaloupka, Holyoke

 . . . . . . . .Snyder, Chaloupka, Longoria & Kishiyama

Joy McKay  . . CAPstone Child Advocacy Center

Kevin Patterson  . . . . . . Vertex Business Services

Dave Schaff  . . . . . . . . . . .Panhandle Geotechnical

Bill Trumbull. . . . . . . . . . . . Carr Trumbull Lumber

Rawnda Pierce, Ex-Officio  . . . . . . . . . . . . . TCD

Karen Anderson  . . . . . . . .Executive Director

Melissa Witmer  . . . .Publications Coordinator

Aurora Linz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Receptionist

Chamber Board of Directors

Business/Education Taskforce

Dennis Strauch
Pathfinder 

Irrigation District

Tim Stricker
ReMax Sandstone

Real Estate

Mitzi Cawthra
KNEB

AM/FM

RaNae Garton
Dietrich 

Distributing

The Committee met Dec. 2nd.  The speaker, Ted Free, Bridgeport

Ethanol, spoke about the plant.  It produces 52 million gallons of ethanol

yearly and they use 50 million bushels of corn ana day. The annual Sugar

Tour was a sell out. See page 7 for more info. Dennis Strauch and Tim

Stricker will continue as Co-chairs for the 2012 term.

The next Committee meeting will be at the Gering Civic Center on Jan-

uary 6th at 7am. The Water Tour Committee will get together after the meet-

ing. 

Adopt-A-School and B&I Tours committees are meeting as needed.  The

Adopt-A-School mid-year newsletter is in the works.  Please send your in-

formation to Mindy Burbach at mburbach@pvbankne.com.  Thank you

notes went out to the B&I Tour participating businesses and sponsors.  Many

thanks to them for a successful fall tour.  The Spring tour is in the works. 

The next full committee meeting will be January 10th, 4p.m. at the

Chamber board table. 

Valley Visions Taskforce

Susan 

Wiedeman

Panhandle Coop

Annie Folck
City of 

Scottsbluff

The taskforce met Dec. 14th. Grant money has been received for the

S/G Hwy overlay. TCD submitted planning grant for Gering. Two signs on

Five Rocks have been installed. Flooding still an issue for Riverfront De-

velopment an in-town trail mail is targeted for the next tourist season.

WNCC planting 30 trees next spring. Railway crossings complete and quiet

zones are moving along. Gering’s 125th anniversary logo revealed. New

grocery store should be close to opening.

Join us for the next meeting January 11th at the Chamber board table.   

Darla Heggem
Twin Cities

Development

Andi Grant
Summit 

Christian College

The Ambassadors did not meet in December due to the holidays.
They attended a Business After Hours at the Holiday Inn Express on
December 15th.  We are still hoping to have an appreciation get to-
gether sometime in January or February.  Let us know if you have any
ideas.

The next  visits are scheduled  for January 20th.

Have fun and connect with the community - become an Ambassador.

The committee hosted the Pre-Legislative Breakfast on Dec. 9th.
See page seven for more information.  Thank you sponsors - Com-
munity Christian School, First National Bank NP, & Wills Chi-
ropractic. Mark your calendars for the Lincoln Trip on January 31st
- February 1st.  RSVP to the Chamber. See front page for more in-
formation. Sam Mark and Erin Stinner agreed to Co-chair the com-
mittee again for 2012.  Many thanks to them for volunteering.

The next meeting is January 23rd, noon -  Chamber board table.

Erin Stinner
WNCC

Dr. Sam Mark
Wills Chiropractic

2

Agri-Business Committee

Ambassadors

The NEXT board met December 7th for

their regular monthly meeting. The group is

discussing plans for a 2nd annual Valen-

tine’s Cocktail Party.  Stay tuned for more

information.

Rita Stinner and Mason Burbach were

the guest speakers for the December 1st

“Pathways to Success” member luncheon.

Dr. Todd Holcomb will bethe guest speaker

at the next luncheon on January 12th. 

To join NEXT, Call 308-632-2133. 

NEXT Young Professionals



2011 - A YEAR IN REVIEW

TRAINING

� Roger Brooks - presented “Destination Development”
- June 24th 

- 63 attended - received Worker Training Grant -$6500
� Robin Dreeke - presented “Decoding Non-Verbal Behavior”

- October 6th - 37 attended
- received Worker Training Grant $2423 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES

� Annual Awards Banquet - January 27th - 301 attended
� Presented three awards at Annual Banquet:

- Rising Star: Spencer McMurtry
- Super Star: Mark Gillam
- Trailblazer: Howard P. Olsen

� Administrative Assistant Luncheon - April 27th

- 193 attended. Pat McGill presented “Purse-ology”. 
� Operation Thank You - November - December 

- Chamber businesses were called and visited to thank for their 
continued investment in the Chamber.

� Distributed 2011 Community Directories and Maps.   

ADVOCACY

� Heartland Expressway - monthly meetings 
� Omaha Connection - April 27 - 28th

- Delegation traveled to visit with Omaha officials.
� Innovation Campus - September.  WNCC, UNL Panhandle 

Station and Chamber hosted meeting with UNL Chancellor 
Perlman and Vice Chancellor Green.

PUBLICATIONS

� Community Directory - 5,000 copies + online viewing
- printed in September 

� Foldout Street Map - 25,000 copies (June)
� Website - 109 average daily visits 

- (37,586 hits - 18% publications)
� Face book page 
� Newsletter - email distribution (approx. 1,000) 

- inserted each month into the Star-Herald (9,000 distribution)  
- online viewing (average 3,136 per month)      

FUNDRAISING

� China Business Trip - October 25th - November 2nd

– 32 participated

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION TASK FORCE

� Hosted Revitalization Grant guideline meeting - May 24th
- For downtown building and business owners.

� Commercial Rehabilitation - 16 businesses. 
- Total investment $296,700.

� Formulated guidelines for the grant program 
- For downtown building and business owners.

� Delegation traveled to Sidney to view their program.
� Downtown Scottsbluff businesses have begun renovations.

ORGANIZATIONS

� Gering Business Club -  October-April 
� Platte Valley Human Resources - monthly 
� Rotary - weekly 
� Riverfront Development - quarterly 
� Leadership Scotts Bluff - monthly 
� Downtown Revitalization - monthly  
� Nebraska Chamber of Commerce Execs (NCCE) 

– spring & fall conference
� Scotts Bluff County Tourism - monthly

NEXT YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

� Members- approx. 150
� Valentine’s Cocktail Party - February 12th

� Hosted Luncheon featuring Cabela’s CEO, Tommy Milner - May 25th

� Golf tournament - Sept. 18th - member recruitment. 7 teams.
� “Pathways to Success” - luncheons with guest speakers
� Best of the West Beer & Wine Fest - August 20th

- Over 300 attended. Donated $1000 to Downtown Revitalization.
� Husker Football fundraiser
� Helped with the Backpack program - December 21st

COMMITTEES

� See Committee accomplishments on pages four and five.

3

2012 Banquet theme:   Visions of Success

� Leadership Scotts Bluff 
� SCORE  Chapter

� NEXT  Young Professionals
� Scotts Bluff County Tourism
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2011 Committee and Taskforce Accomplishments

� Provided three $750 scholarships
and two $500 scholarships to 
students majoring in agriculture.

� Hosted a BBQ for 387 for UNL 
Panhandle Extension Center's Expo.

� Hosted the annual Water Tour, an 
educational tour that includes touring
dam sites from Casper to Scottsbluff and
a tour of the Bureau of Reclamation.
- 51 people attended

� Hosted the Annual Sugar Tour.
An educational presentation, factory
tour and dinner at Western Sugar
Factory - 44 people attended.

� Met with US Senator Nelson and US 
Senator Johanns to discuss Ag Policy.

� Recognized Jim Cauble for 33 yrs on 
Agribusiness Committee

Agribusiness Committee
Led by Co-Chairs:  

Tim Stricker and Dennis Strauch

� Sponsored Adopt-A-School Program with 42 partners (21 schools, 21 businesses)
1) Hosted the Fall Kick-off Picnic -71 people attended
2) Hosted the Spring Banquet - 81 people attended  

� Hosted two Business & Industry Tours
1) Spring Tour- March 29th- highlighted Business, Marketing & Management, Health 

Sciences and Human Services with focus on Government & Public Administration. 
-94 students from VALTS, Valley Home School Assoc., Morrill, SB & Gering High
Schools, 13 Businesses and 2 Programs participated  

2) Fall Tour- Nov. 9th- highlighted Health Care, Human Services, Animal Science and
Trades.  168 Students from VALTS, Mitchell, Morrill, Minatare Scottsbluff & Gering High
Schools & Valley Home School and 14 Businesses & 2 programs participated. 

� P-16 Initiative (Regional Development) - serve on Steering and Leadership Committees 
� Monitored legislation that affects education

Business Education Committee
Led by Co-Chairs:

Darla Heggem, Twin Cities Development and Andi Grant, Summit Christian College

�Ambassadors made 72 visits:
- First Dollar Presentations - 16
- First Dollar / Ribbon Cuttings - 13
- Relocation / Ribbon Cuttings - 1 
- Relocation Certificates - 8
- Renovation Certificates - 3
- Anniversary Certificates - 3
- Other - (Dedications, Unveiling etc.) - 8
- Business After Hours - 20

�Highlighted Home Based businesses at meetings
�1st Annual Ambassador Social - April 15th. To 

recruit and reconnect with past volunteers.
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Led by Co-Chairs:

RaNae Garton
Dietrich Distributing

and

Mitzi Cawthra
KNEB AM/FM
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� Hosted a bus delegation to Lincoln during Legislative session visiting the Governor and several  
state officials - 41 people participated including Leadership Scotts Bluff. 

� Held seven “Rolls & Issues” bi-weekly conference calls with NE Senator John Harms regarding 
legislative issues  

� Held five Nebraska State Chamber bi-weekly conference calls to monitor legislative issues
� Hosted State of the Valley Luncheon featuring mayors of Scottsbluff, Gering & Terrytown, 

Scotts Bluff County Commissioner Chair - 95 attended.
� Hosted six Chamber Chat’s - A new venue for residents to receive and give input to the different 

public offices.  Featured Area Mayors, County Commissioner Chair, US Congressman and Senator
Field Reps, State Senator Harms, Secondary Education, K-12 Reps and Local Law Enforcement.

� Hosted the Pre-Legislative Breakfast with Governor Heineman and Senator Harms
- 88 attended.

� Monitored issues affecting Chamber member businesses 

� 13 Business Districts continue beautification, maintenance,  landscaping and “Green” efforts.
� Restructured the Community Pride Award Luncheon to ensure future success. 
� Valley Visions taskforce members involved in Monument Riverfront Development projects

- Botanical Garden, Wayside Exhibits, Children’s Museum, Kiwanis Playground 
� Identified Taskforce Focus:  Education, training, promotion, consistency and funding.
� Focus Groups:  S/G Highway, Botanical Gardens, Riverfront, Riverside Discovery Center and 

Monument Valley Pathways.
� Marty Shukert Signage Project Phase Two: Directional & Node Signage - design node & placement

identified: 36 signs and 9 have been installed, 3 re-facings left and 22 directional signs left.

Valley Visions - Green is Good For Business
Led by Co-Chairs: 

Kathy Kropuenske, Keep Scottsbluff Gering Beautiful
and Susan Wiedeman, Panhandle Coop 

Government Affairs Committee
Led by Co-Chairs:

Dr. Sam Mark, Wills Chiropractic and Erin Stinner, WNCC

B u s i n e s s  A f t e r  H o u r s 2 0 1 2  D a t e s  A v a i l a b l e
Call 632-2133 or email chamber@scottsbluffgering.net to schedule your date

2011 Committee and Taskforce Accomplishments



MISC HAPPENINGS IN DECEMBER
Holiday Inn Express

shared their holiday cheer and

highlighted renovations by

hosting a Business After

Hours on Dec. 15th.  

Call 308-632-1000 to book a

room for your guests.  

The NEXT

“Pathways for

Success” Decem-

ber luncheon fea-

tured Mason

Burbach of West

Nebraska Arts Cen-

ter and Rita Stinner

from Western Ne-

braska Community College.  The luncheons feature different area success stories and are open to

NEXT members for free and the public for a small charge to cover the cost of lunch.

If you’ve changed jobs or have been laid off and you have a 
retirement plan with a former employer, don’t risk letting your 
retirement savings fall off-track. We can help you roll over  
your savings to a Wells Fargo IRA, which can provide the 
following benefits:

tracking of progress toward your goals

If you’re like most people, retirement is the most challenging 
financial goal you will ever face. As one of the nation’s largest  

 
you need to take control of your future.

Are you in control of your  
retirement savings?

Investment and Insurance Products:     NOT FDIC Insured      NO Bank Guarantee     MAY Lose Value

Art Meets Craft

First Dollar / Ribbon Cutting

1902 Broadway, Scottsbluff - 303-514-1673

Codi Sigrist - Owner

Chamber Gift Certificates are 

GUARANTEED MONEY! 

If you have questions on using or 

processing the certificates, 

Please call us at 632-2133

FIND US ON

FACEBOOK



4: NEXT Board: Meeting

Noon. Chamber Boardroom

6: Agri-Business Committee: Meeting

7:00 AM.  Gering Civic Center

9: Leadership Board: Meeting

Noon. Workforce Development.

10:  Business/Education Taskforce: Meeting 

4 PM. Chamber board table.  

11: Valley Visions Green is Good: Meeting

7:30 AM. Chamber board table.

11: Scotts Bluff County Tourism: Meeting

1:15 PM. SB County  Admin. Building

17: SCORE:  10:00 AM. 

17: Chamber Chat:  

7:30 AM. Chamber board table 

17: Chamber Exec: Meeting

4:30 PM. 

19: Business After Hours:  Main Street Market

5-7 PM.  Panhandle Coop Plaza - Scottsbluff

5:15 PM - Ribbon Cutting.

20: Ambassadors:  11:00 AM. 

23: Government Affairs:  Meeting

Noon. Chamber board table

24: Chamber Board: Meeting

4:30 PM.  Location TBA.

20: Leadership Scotts Bluff Class XXIII: 

Local Government/Community Issues

www.leadershipscottsbluff.net/sessions.htm

26: Annual Awards Banquet

Social: 6pm Dinner: 7pm. Gering Civic Center

31-1: Lincoln Trip. See Front Page for info.

JANUARY
Chamber Calendar
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View online at
www.scottsbluffgering.net Melissa Witmer

on Dec. 8th at the Western Sugar Factory in
Scottsbluff.  Forty-four people attended the 9th

annual, once a year event. The education pres-
entation included a video followed by a step-by-
step presentation of the process with visual
props given by Tracy Bentley.  The participants
broke into small groups to tour the plant and

see first hand how sugar is processed.  The
meal (and dessert) were provided by the great
sponsors.  Proceeds from this tour fund Ag
scholarships for area students.

were the special guest speakers at the 13th Annual Pre-Leg-
islative Breakfast held on December 9th.  The Governor dis-
cussed healthcare and the special session to almost 100
attendees.  Senator Harms stressed the importance of term

limits and of finding
a new Senator as
his term limit is
about up.  He spoke
of important bills
and happenings on
the floor.

Thank you event sponsors!
Western  Sugar ,  BetaSeed,  

H i l l e shog  & WESTCO

Governor Heineman and Senator Harms

The Agri-Business Committee hosted the Sugar Tour .  .  .

Photos courtesy of 

Dick Bretthauer

Farm Bureau

Financial 

Services Community Christian School

First National Bank 

of North Platte 
Wills Chiropractic 

Thank you
event

Sponsors!

Another great event hosted by the Chamber Government Affairs Committee

Recovering Your Company’s Future

www.credit-mgmt.com    800-658-4447

Longevity and leadership. Credit Management has 
nearly 50 years of account recovery experience and 
performance results over twice the national average.

www.credit-mgmt.com

�For homeor office

Participation may vary 213 W. Railway - Scottsbluff

Free Yourself from Problem Water
R e n t a Water Softener or

Drinking Water System

for only pennies a day.

Call for details.

632-4014
Create a unique table centerpiece to
highlight your business during the

Chamber’s Annual Banquet
on Thursday - January 26th.  

2012 Banquet theme:  
Visions of  Success

Call the Chamber at 632-2133 to 
register as a table sponsor.  There is no

fee to be a centerpiece sponsor. 

Senator John Harms, Jean Kearns, Governor

Heineman, Karen Anderson & Dr. Sam Mark
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www.scottsbluffgering.net/news/2012.01.pdff
HATC/WNCC -   Building Business Skills, Computer,

and Personal Enrichment Class Schedule

Business After Hours
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Scottsbluff/Gering 

United Chamber of Commerce
1517 Broadway • Suite 104 • Scottsbluff, NE 69361
308-632-2133 • Fax: 308-632-7128
E-mail: chamber@scottsbluffgering.net

Website: www.ScottsbluffGering.net

ACCREDITED
CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE OF

THE UNITED STATES

BOARD NOMINEES PRESENTED:  

Brenda Darnell - Aurora Loan
Kim Ferguson - Kelley Bean Co.

Zac Karpf - Platte Valley Companies
The Chamber bylaws require that the slate of board
nominees be presented to the general membership
prior to election at the annual meeting.  Additional
nominees may be presented by petition bearing sig-
natures of 10% of the general membership within 10
days of issue of this notice. 

Candidates renewing terms are:

Judy Amoo - WNCC - Harms Center

Craig Larson - KNEB AM/FM

Kevin Patterson - Vertex Business Services

Becky Zwickl - The Spa by TLC

OREGON TRAILOREGON TRAIL
Plumbing Heating & CoolingPlumbing Heating & Cooling

308-635-1921
“We’re the Inside Guys”

Call today for a
free estimate on
a Carrier money
saving furnace!!

Volunteer in your community.  
Join a Chamber Committee for your 

New Year’s resolution. 

THANKYOUSCOTTSBLUFF/GERINGCHAMBERFORA GREAT2011!
ALLO Communications appreciates your support, 

vision and training for our community.  

Proud Chamber Member 

since 2005

Internet, TV, Phone

633-5050




